





BULLETIN FROM 






Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 


(aa CARI at + 
Feb an) ATUL Paton on Ao 
pte? eile ie Et Sa at a 





Vol. VIII December 1, 1940 Noe 23 


FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 





January 2 
Buck, Pearl S. TODAY AND FOREVER: Stories of China John Day 


7 This past year has certainly proved that short stories can be best sellers, 
and in these stories of modern China, Pearl Buck has done some of her finest work of 
recent years. Many of them have appeared in magazine form, but taken as a group, their 
exceptional quality stands out. Some ofthem have 4 mission background, and reveal the 
earnest efforts of the missionaries to touch the inner lives of their people — and 
their failure, or seeming failure, which is in itself a sort of success. Some are 
stories of conflict between the generations — Old China against New China ~ Western 
educated Chinese against those who have been brought up in the old traditions. There 
are glimpses behind the scenes in the camps of the war lords; there are episodes re— 
vealing the courage of the untutored simple peasants, there is, again and again, the 
overhanging cloud of the Japanese threat, although only two of the stories are actually 
war stories. For the most part, her characters are drawn from the middle classes, 
rather than the peasant classe And her style is keyed to the mood and the time. On 
her name, should have rental as well as sales possibilities. $2250 





January 16 /Y 
Niles, Blair EAST BY DAY Farrar & Rinehart 


An unusual book, not only in being a departure from Blair Niles more florid 
type of story, but in the substance and background of the story itself. Historical 
fiction, in a new key; a psychological study of the effect of external incidents on 
people not actively concerned, and of how these effects change the pattern of thought. 
A new slant to the slavery problem, before the outbreak of war, as the Amistad Case 
brought sympathies and emotions to white heat, as it was tried in court after court. 
The minor issues on which the legal decision rested faded into insignificance as 
people faced dramatically the facts of the slave trade, of the conditions on board 
slavers, of the Negroes as human beings, homesick for their native land to the point 
of putting through a successful mutiny. The story is told in three distinct segments:- 
in wistful memory, as Lucy Hazard goes back to her childhood comradeship with the 
grandfather who had been a whaling captain; in Lucy's present restlessness and dis— 
satisfaction with the normal pattern of her life, interrupted and set in new paths 
by the Amistad Case. Finally, the story of a mother and son, she in Washington, he 
in Liberia, while she tries to capture for him, in letters, intimate glimpses of the 
passing scene in the capital, the nation and her own life. One feels the threads 
being drawn together -- the end inevitable. But in the process, a new aspect of the 
country is revealed. Lucy is the one wholly vivid, well-rounded figure; Grandfather 
Hazard takes on reality through her eyes, and through his old mate, The story is Z 
good reading and well done. $2.50 Y 
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A Few Good Bets for Money in the Till 


A.S.M. Hutchinson's name is always good for sales and rentals, and he has a new novel, 
HE LOOKED FOR A CITY (Duell, Sloan & Pearce); good renter in Faith Baldwin's AND NEW 
STARS BURN (Farrar & Rinehart); a dark horse adventure tale, with a good chance, DRINK 
TO YESTERDAY by Manning Coles (Knopf). See below for reports, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


December 30 


Swanson, Neil THE SILENT DRUM Farrar & Rinehart 


This is part of a big canvas, which Neil Swanson has undertaken to fill 
with a series of partly connected historical novels. Some of the characters of The 
Judas Tree (Stuart of the Black Watch, the Leslies, Arnett and Diantha, the Yeardleys, 
and officers of the Forty second and others), play important parts, but the central 
figure is the bond boy, Frederic Van Buren, whose devotion to his rescuers, Stuart 
and Leslie, constantly disrupts his own personal plans for freedom and safety. The 
story weaves a tortuous way through the intricacies of a period when the British 
forces, the traders and the settlers were at odds, when blood flowed freely for the 
right to set up their own rule, and when the Indians were pawns in a greater game. 
And the story ends on an imcomplete note, pointing to urgent need for a sequel. In 
itself it throws interesting sidelights on conditions before the American Revolution, 
but as a story, it lacks the cohesion, the unity, of The Forbidden Ground and The 
Judas Tree. The Cumberland Valley, central Pennsylvania and central and Western 
Maryland form the background for much of the story, with Fort Pitt and the frontiers 
beyond it, the scenes at the starte Good substantial historical novel, but not up to 


his earlier work. $2.50 


January a v 
Painter, Eleanor SPRING SYMPHONY Harper 


Fictionized story of the romance of Robert Schumann and Clara Wieck, with 
a gallery of the musicians of the Romantic School as background. It is a story stranger 
than most fiction, - Clara was only eight when she first met and loved him, but for 
years the fanatical determination of her father kept them apart. Schumann's escape 
from the law, his finding himself in his music, the crippling of his hand which 
wrecked his career as a pianist and made it as a composer, the overbrooding fear of 
insanity, the checkered career in love ~— and eventually, marriage to Clara, though 
it was necessary to go to the lew to break the father's hold. Well done, though pri- 
marily for the music-minded audience, while others will find the romance sufficient 
reason for the story itself. To many, Eleanor Fainter is known as a former musical 


comedy star. $2.50 


lacery oC 


Coles, Manning DRINK TO YESTERDAY Vie | Knopf 
* This wavers between the straight novel of adventure and the thriller, but 
is so much above the average in style that it deserves a wider sale than the mystery 
table would give it. Classically cut and finely written story of counter-espionage 

in the last war, and of one man whom it broke, - Michael Kingston, alias Bill Saunders, 
alias Dirk Brandt. Minus the Oppenheim masquerade, code concoctions, I-spy flimflam, 
this is a quiet but exciting job. Kingston has a gift for language, and at 17 enlisted 
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and was drafted into secret service, under Hambledon. They engineered the murder of 


a scientist breeding cholera germs - the arson of a Zepp plant — the murder of 


a 
Bodenheim. The death of Hambledon and of a German girl brought the wheel of murder 


full circle, and Kingston found himself haunted by blue devils when’ the Armistice came, 
unable to come to grips with himself or life. Chance for rentals and sales. (Reported 


10/1) $2.00 
January 8 

Parry, Dennis THE SURVIVOR Holt 

a An original and piquant idea, which can stand on its own feet without the 


link the publishers make for it to Dracula, Dr. Jekyll, etc. Although it is a story 
of the supernatural, it has little of the attendant horror and fear. Trenchant wit 
and acute observation of the foibles of men characterize the telling. It is the story 
of Dr. James Marshall, in the year 194 -, when a flu epidemic is killing off the 
English like flies. Marshall is hated by all - but respected for his ruthless skill, 
and feared for his salacious tongue, his diabolical perversity, his inventive sadism. 
He dies - and in death is more terrible than in lifee A strangely fascinating tale, 


but too uncanonical to appeal to as wide a public as predicted, I fear. $2.50 
Januany 10 ay S/ 
4 ‘oes | 
Slaughter, Frank G. THAT NONE SHOULD DIE Doubleday, Doran 


From the medical morass comes this graphic story of the problem-beset pro- 
fession. A young fighter of a doctor is the central figure. There's wealth of detail 
on disease and adversity; there's the story of the charlatanery, the ethical trammels, 
the dirty medicine and dirty politics rampant in hospitals - and against this back-— 
ground, the romance of the young doctor and his nurse-wife. Training - staff work - 
city hospital revelations - professional ethics, so-called. Then government control 
and sidetracking in general work in a Virginia mining town. Finally, an investigation, 
and expose, and group planning comes into its own. Superficial characterization, but 
a good story of its type. Rentals — some sales. $2675 


Hutchinson, A.S.M. HE LOOKED FOR A CITY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


In spite of a style that seems cumbersome, dated - in spite of a touch of 
sentimentality, there is something in A.S.M. Hutchinson's lofty idealism, in his sin- 
cerity, in his affection for his own characters, that touches a sympathetic chord in 
the reader. Here is a story that has all of these failings - and this merit. The 
central character is a clergyman; the story traces his thirty years of encumbancy in 
the village where he had hoped for happiness, and found sorrow and cruelty and dis- 
illusionment, but where he never lost faith and love and hope. It is the story of 


his children, growing up to encounter their own tragedies and triumphs. $ aS 
| 2.50 

January 24 
Sass, Herbert Ravenel EMPEROR BRIMS Doubleday, Doran 


The author's reputation for authenticity in things pertaining to the 
Indians, gives a note of authority to this novel based on the factual background of the 
Yemassee War of 1715, and of the ablest Indian north of Mexico, who attempted to unite 
his people against the whites. The central figure is a trader-woodsman who has heard 
rumors of the plot, and who narrowly escapes through his wits, taking with him, to 
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a “lost island", near Charleston, the women who love him, and others. Finally, through 


him, the arch-plotter is captured, and terms agreed upon. A little known story, which 
had a definite importance in Southern history. A colorful tale. $2.50 


January 27 a 


Perry, George Sessions HOLD AUTUMN IN YOUR HAND Viking 


* James Still, Jesse Stuart, Caroline Miller, Marjorie Rawlings - and to 
this memorable list can be added George Perry, as another American writer who has 

drawn on deep knowledge and understanding and sympathy for the "poor whites" whose 
struggle for bare livelihood creates that scar on our scutcheon in the Deep South, 


He has drawn his Tuckers with their unbreakable pride, their joy in infinitesimal things, 
their courage, and the tiny spark of ambition that makes them eager to battle the black 
bottom lands of Texas, rather than to take the easier way in the sand hills. A regional 


story of Texas share croppers, of the earth earthy. $2.00 


January 29 L~ “ 


Trumbo, Dalton THE REMARKABLE ANDREW Lippincott 


Entertaining - with a controversial bite - but a thinnish story, this new 
novel from the author of Johnny Got His Gun. There's a distant resemblance to The 
Devil and Daniel Webster, though this is a story of a modern book-keeper, who is aided 
towards his ambition by the ghostly visitations of Andrew Jackson. With a debunking 
of cliche formes of current thought, and a fundamental sort of patriotism, the story 
traces young Andrew's fight to keep his town's books scrupulously honest. His ghostly 
visitant brings him a bad reputation - he almost loses his girl ~ but his court trial 
is won through the aid of the spirit of Jackson, and other notable patriots, and he 
is suitably rewarded. An unusual way to focus on contrasts in points of view of the 
past and the present. An original job. $2.50 


February 3 “ 


ee ee 


% 


Baldwin, Faith AND NEW STARS BURN Farrar & Rinehart 


A quick tempoed, smart story setaagainst exotic Honolulu, in the tale of : 
Lani, born in the islands, and returning after the death of her mother, to escape the 
attentions of Dexter Warren, who wants her, but refused to get a divorce. The heal- 
ing spirit of the islands, and the love of the son of her father's closest-friend, 
bring release, until Dexter's wife arrives, followed by Dexter. Emotional confusion - 
compromising situations forced upon her - and suddenly freedom from the infatuation 


that had bound her. Well done. Good rentals. $2.00 
Soosuanyt* JT on4any ) + 
Jameson, Storm COUSIN HONORE Macmillan 


Confused Alsace, on the verge of the present world war, still torn by dis— 
sensions inherited through successive and conflicting loyalties. The spirit of the 
country epitomized in the story of old Burekheim, to whom his vineyards meant more 
than his steel works, but who held fast to the idea of independence of state control, 
Alsace for the Alsatians. In his works there was his cousin Berthelin, scrupulously 
honest, but foreseeing the necessity of state intervention if defense were to be 
secured; there was Siguenan, another cousin, who thought he could run things and play 
into German hands if the money and the power lay there - and who found he couldn't and 
there were others, a secretary, a grandson, in the illegitimate line, both frankly in 
Nazi pays A story of modern Europe in one small group, lost in the maelstrom of faith 
betrayed, loyalties denied, interests confused. As a story, it is inadequate. Storm 
Jameson is once again carried away by her idea. $2.50 





ue 
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February 6 wv 
Waters, Frank PEOPLE OF THE VALLEY Farrar & Rinehart 


A regional novel, with a warmer quality and more sympathetic handling than 
its predecessor, Dust Nithin the Rock (Liveright). A novel of the Southwest, of a 
valley of New Mexico, before the water control projects disrupted the lives in a remote 
valley. The life of Dona Maria, born to a lowly life as goat girl, but destined to re- 
flect the life of the valley and the hills. She lived with a gringo soldier and bore 
his child; then with a Mexican, who ultimately died during the flagellant ritual of 
the Penitentes. She was the most successful grower, the sharpest trader in the valley, 
and she tried to hold the valley for her people, when the government wanted to put 
through a dam and was forcing eviction. There she stayed, alone, to die. A lyrical 


tale, with the feel of the land and the people. Not for a wide public. $2.50 
February 7 
Hichens, Robert THE MILLIONS Doubleday, Dorar 


A story of wishful thinking bearing fruit, and of the bitterness of the 
fruit. A swift moving tale, holding interest, but in the final analysis, to be rated 
as good entertainment and no more. An English widow, in moderate circumstances, wins 
a million francs in a French lottery. She had bought the ticket from a woman of the 
lower classes, and her right to the winnings were disputed by the woman and her son, 
who had given his mother the ticket. She spent some of the money on a home for the 
women; took the son as her chauffeur, and went out to spend the rest on a season in 
Egypt with her daughter. Almost unwittingly, she became the victim of a myth of great 
wealth — and basked in the sunlight, scarcely concerned with a small nagging fear of 
discovery. But the new chauffeur and his interest for her daughter; an American 
banker, very attentive and completely frank about his liking for the sheckels; and fin- 
ally the arrival of a real millionairess - all served to make her uneasy. Her daughter's 
elopement broke her down — she returned to England and her natural setting — and there 
was discovered by the banker, who forgave all and loved her still. Neither a thriller 
(like The Paradine Case) nor romantic love like The Garden of Allah, but good enough 
of its kind. $2.50 


Howard, Mary UNCHARTERED ROMANCE Doubleday, Doran 


Another candidate for the Greig-Ayres market — possibly a notch above them 
in quality. English pulp — the story of a girl jilted by her weakling beau for a girl 
with money, and of a marriage on the rebound to a strong, silent air pilot. They re- 
treat to a desert background, where trouble finds them out in the shape of the girl 
who jilted him and the man who jilted her. Almost the plo t succeeds — but her airman 
finds himself and comes back penitent. Oh me, oh my, what a surprise. Rentals. $2.00 


February 10 


Colver, Alice Ross THERE'S ONLY ONE Macrae Smith 


Good Colver, with the romantic peregrinations of six young folk setting 
the pace. Linda, the heroine, is engaged to a stolid youth, and jilts him for an 
aviator, who is secretly supporting an old love, a dancer whom he had crippled in an 
accident. The war is close upon them - there is a Puss—in-the-corner right about 
shift, as various matings occur. And it all works out satisfactorily. Rentals. $2.00 
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February 10 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes NURSES ARE PEOPLE Nearae: Suken 


Another nice—Nellie-nursing-narrative for your staider renters, quite de- 
mure.e. How Roberta falls in love with a young doctor, only to discover he is married. 
(We seem to be having marital measles in this bulletin)... She breaks with him, and 
then is confronted by his taking a position in her hospital. A young engineer comes 
in as a patient, falls in love with her, and helps bridge the period when she sees her 
ex-love playing around with other women and precipitating a hospital shakeup. All's 
well that ends well — and this one does. $2.00 


February 13 
Iams, Jack THE COUNTESS TO BOOT Morrow 


Comedy with moments of hilarity, which may induce a much-needed light- 
hearted mood. Gerry has sacrificed art in an advertising agency, and there he gets 
involved with a mid-western countess posing for Silky cigarettes, and through her still 
further embroiled, amorously, with her secretary, Erika. The Countess is a rough and 
ready and a bit bawdy lady of forty odd; Erika is on the prisitine-mechanical side; 
Gerry's irresponsibility provokes a break-up. So he goes off to do a Gauguin in the 
Virgin Islands, and is followed by the pair of them. The Countess refuses to let the 
local lights lionize her; Gerry still further outrages them by his own methods. In 
the end Gerry loses his battle for freedom, and gives in to New York and matrimony. 
The world needs gay palaver for odd moments; this sometimes strains too hard, but on 
the whole turns the trick. ‘$2200 


af 
February 


Pinckney, Josephine HILTON HEAD Farrar & Rinehart 


This may be a Discoverers' Selection, but I plead guilty to having found 
it excessively burdensome. Historical novels, these days, must be something more than 
sound background, or new phases of the American picture. Here is a story of the es- 
tablishment of the English colonies in the Carolinas, - especially Charles Town and 
points South. The central figure is a 17th century surgeon, one Henry Woodward, seek- 
ing a fortune in the New World, and thrust by chance into the very heart of the 
Carolina settlement, with all its ramifications of Spanish and Indian neighbors. The 
characters seemed wooden, the story long spun out and unoriginal, the style and manner 
oddly dated, suggesting a feeble echo of Marryat. Silus Ra faelle ‘Bnsoni $2.75 wv 


Brief Notes on Two Late Comers (Published) 


Bentham, Josephine JANIE Dial 


Another candidate for a modern Babs role, — buoyant, human and very nice, 
although not as riotously funny as The Youngest Profession. Janie is 16 and Middle 
West. Refreshing tale of the burgeoning of adolescent love, as Janie, just 16, copes 
with a humiliatingly and frankly observant 7-year old sister, not too understanding 
parents, and her two MEN. There's her steady who has always plied her with cokes; 
there's the son of her mother's best friend. Warm and real and fun reading. Plus 
sale for girls. $2.60 


Mann, Thomas LOTTE IN WEIMAR Harcourt, Brace 





In German, this edition of The Beloved Returns, distributed for Bermann- 
Fischer Verlag, now resident in Stockholm. This will fill considerable demand $3.00 
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MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS 
December 2 


Worth, Cedric THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT Dutton 
A many-—threaded involution, when Sevrel of the New York police, now re- 

tired, goes to California to investigate the death of his aunt. Her oil millions are 

at stake, and Sevrel's benefactor, Flick, his red~headed secretary, Myra, a Negro 

an overattentive attorney, all combine to confuse the issues. There are 


evangelist, 
and it takes a chase down into Mexico to unravel the mysterye $2.00 


two more murders, 


January 2 


Fitzsimmons, Cortland THE EVIL MEN DO Stokes 


Spingter sleuth Ethel Thomas carries on her criminal investigations in 
Hollywood, where a niece and her fiance are threatened with a murder charge. Two more 
killings, blackmail, an impersonation — and the solution. Beltline production, but 


essentially readable. $2.00 
January 6 vo 

Gruber, Frank THE TALKING CLOCK Farrar & Rinehart 

. Fast-—footed, fast-witted Johnny Fletcher in at the kill twice in the ec- 


centric affairs of Simon Quisenberry, the clock king, and his family. There is the 
matter of a completely mortgaged estate, of the death of the grandson to whom the 
Talking Clock had been left, and a houseful of hatreds. Another murder — and the 
Talking Clock does its part in solving both. Quicksilver doings, with scatterbrained 


and hot-fisted activity on all sides. $2.00 ce 
January 10 
Bailey, H.C. THE BISHOP'S CRIME Doubleday, Doran 


Good Walpolian atmosphere and Sayres' appeal, with Reggie Fortune deus ex 
machina in happenings occurring around an English cathedral. The dead body of a criminal 
is linked closely to the cathedral. Fortune is thwarted by Dean, Bishop and Canon in 
his attempts to unearth the cathedral's mystery, but he finally traces the source of 


the troubles, brings things to a climax and traps the perpetrators. $2.00 
Boucher, Anthony THE CASE OF THE SOLID KEY Simon & Schuster 
. Paul Jackson of the LeA. police and private detective Breen, will be remem— 


bered from The Baker Street Irregulars, and both play their parts in a story of fraud 
and murder among a group of semi-amateur theatrical troopers in Hollywood, bent on 
attracting moom pix big timers. It keeps you going and guessing with multiple motives, 


two large sized throw-offs and a couple of unsolved murders in the past. $2.00 
January 15 is 
/ 
Welis, Carolyn DEVIL'S WORK Lippincott 


How at a houseparty of fencing fanciers, the host, a flagrant adulterer 
and sadist, dies while fencing with his wife, Jean. Among those present, the host's 
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latest amorous dalliafee, Jean's old swain, several youngsters, and the host's young 
half—brother. to the rescue, but too late to prevent another death, but he 


finally dees his trick. You can't foil us, Missy Wells. $2.00 4“, ~ 
January 20 
Towne, Stuart DEATH OUT OF THIN AIR Coward, McCann 


As a competitor for the Merlini marvels, this is more thriller than detec— 
tion, and not as good a job, though it has its entertainment value. Two stories of 
the exploits of Don Diavolo of prestidigitating prowess, for the sleuth section, as 
with many disappearances, disguises, trick apparatus, mystification he solves murders, 
thefts of jewels and antiques, and annoys the police department. $2.00 


January 23 v 
Stout, Rex THE BROKEN VASE Farrar & Rinehart 
Tecumseh Fox, doubly hired when a suicide and a sabotaged violin lead to 


murder and worsee He tooth and nails into his clue of the stolen vase, has troubles 
with the suspects and the police, but finally ties the crimes tight on to his criminal. 


A bit on the blustery side. We prefer his Nero Wolfe. $2.00 
January 24 
Bechdolt, Frederick R. RIOT AT RED WATER Doubleday, Doran 


A mining story, rather than a routine Western, when a mining engineer, in 
need of prospecting funds, works for a mine owner whose miners are stealing high- 
grade ore. The mining engineer evades the traps set by the thieves, and in the end, 
after many dangers, hands the criminals over to the law, wins the owner's daughter 
and gets his stake for his own mine. Good material, good plot, well handled. $2.00 v 


February 6 “ 
Morland, Nigel THE CARELESS HANGMAN Farrar & Rinehart 


Rowdy dow as usual, when Mrs. Pym, flaunter of Scotland Yard's dignity, 
again builds up a case where none exists. She hotfoots about, linking together a 
skeleton in a wax dummy, a bunco couple gone high-hat, the theft of a tycoon's suit, 
and a ten-year-old legal execution. She gets shot in the back for her pains, but she 
leaves her right hand, Scott, to mop up on the theft of a chemical formula, black— 
mailing and vengeance. $2.00 — 


February 7 






Foster, Bennett DUST OF THE TRAIL Doubleday, Doran 


Trail trials and tribulations of Rusty Shortridge, taking a herd from Texas 
to Dodge City for his old friend, Colonel Watrous. Trouble springs from a young green— 
horn, Leonard, Watrous' new partner who is jealous of Rusty's proved ability with cat- 
tle, men and women. More trouble comes from a group.of rustlers, and from some farmers 
who put up a quarantine belt and refuse to let the herd go through. Finally, short— 
handed, with a split crew, the herd gets through, minus 500 stolen steer. Rusty goes 
back single-handed, to fight the rustlers who took them. Good, if somewhat more quiet 
than the usual red-—blooded, two-fisted Western. $2.00 















- 614 - 


December 1, 1940 Non-fiction 
NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
| O 
Pebrusary-t- Marel, v4 a 
| “f SO (YW 
de Poncins, Gontran KABLOONA (Ceprt \o Reynal & Hitchcock 


* "A fascinating book, with something of the quality of Wind, Sand and Stars. 
Where that book develops a personal philosophy, Xabloona interprets a racial philoso- 
phy, that of the Eskimo. There is nothing of the metaphysician in Gontran de Poncins, 
or Maike as he was known to his Eskimo friends. But he has a rare sense of people, a 
deep appreciation of fundamental values, an ability to adapt himself to impossible 
hardships and inconveniences - and to miss them when he returned to civilization. 

This is the record of his months in the Arctic, living with Eskimos, learning to under- 
stand their way of thought, feeling and life. In all honesty, he acknowledges that - 
while his nature went out to them, to their communal existence, he was none the less a 
white man first, who found riches within himself. Grand reading. Conservatives, keep 
off the grass!" This much of the report appeared 7/1/40, when the book was scheduled 
for Fall publication. Now, as February Book of the Month selection, it will be launched 
with fanfare. I've seen the finished book, a nice piece of bookmaking, with vigorous 
line sketches and fine photographs. It is the kind of book to sell as "escape reading” 


which is really worth while. $3.00 
Stop Press for Three Last Minute Arrivals which Should Get Holiday Sales 
Blount, Betty Bacon THE DAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS Stephen Daye 


The creator of Bet It's a Boy has caught the contagion of the Christmas 
spirit in reverse, and is able to get some laughs out of it, in another picture book. 
A young couple and a small daughter snatch at last minute Christmas Eve activities 
with very characteristic scramble of fun, annoyance, spOntaneity, fatigue, curiosity 
and disillusionment, in about equal blend. $1.00 


Anonymous AN AIRMAN'S LETTER TO HIS MOTHER Dutton 


Here, in a few pages, the creed of today's Englishman is given shape. The 
letter was written before a young British pilot left on his last flight; it was found 
after his death, among his possessions,was published in the London Times, and captured 
the imagination of everyone who read it. In no other way could the spirit of this war, 
and the sharp contrast with the last war, he better symbolized. It is inspired, utterly 
unsentimental, crystal clear. In appropriate format, it should reach many thousands 
who missed it in its original appearance. $ .50 


Price, George GOOD HUMOR MAN Farrar & Rinehart 


This is our pick for the funny book of the holiday season. The cartoons 


have appeared over many months; a goodly number are familiar, but lose nothing by repe- 
tition. Tell your customers that if they know anyone who needs a good laugh (and who 
doesn't), here is the answer. If they know anyone who hasn't forgotten how to laugh, 
here's a book to tickle their funnybone. Pick it up - open anywhere - and you'll make 
a sale. Price has a genius for detecting human foibles -— and for making the most of 
absurdities and distortions. The pictures are your selling point. The diary proves 
that lines and not words are his medium. $2.00 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
December 9 


Munk, Frank THE ECONOMICS OF FORCE George Stewart 








* Don't overlook this in the Christmas hurly burly. You might even make a 
sale or so now. But reserve your push on the book until after the holidays, for it 

has meat in it that needs a quiet space for digestion. In his opening pages, this 
Czechoslovakian now lecturing at Reed College, Portland, Oregon, puts his finger on a 
moot point:-— "The crux of the economic problem today lies in the relation of large- 
scale business to government, in the combination of economic power and the combination 
of political power." He analyzes and defines the steps by which the economics of force 
have displaced the economics of welfare in the so-called civilized world, - through 
terror organized as science and art, through mass propaganda, through the philosophy 
of inequality setting a robot revolution on the march. He traces its application to 
agriculture, to industry, to labor, to consumption, to prices, wages, trade, finance. 
He outlines the phases of development. He goes into particulars in describing the 
turning back the clock in Czechosolvakia, symbol of Germany's methods of conquest. 

Then he turns to the invisible processes operating on this side of the Atlantic, through 
propaganda, stirring up unrest, industrial sabotage, blackmail. And he challenges us 
to set our house in order, to use our idle resources for national defense, to make what 
gain we can out of the defense program, to collaborate with our southern neighbors. 

And finally, he urges clear thinking in the matter of understanding the need of sacri- 
fice, of the acceptance of some loss of liberty that liberty may be found. And he in- 
dicates what he thinks the essential steps in the economy of national defense. It is 


a challenging book that has grown out of experience; it has a message and a program. 
$2.00 


December 10 
Bakke, E. Wight CITIZENS WITHOUT WORK Yale 


Here is the third part of the findings of the Institute of Human Relations, 
of which two sections were reported Nov. 15th, page 583. Once again, the method is 
pedantic - the reading appeal limited to those interested in relief work, welfare work, 
etc. This volume is case study of the psychological effect of unemployment on the fam- 
ilies, on their social relations, and in spite of the rather colorless reporting, the 
syrpathetic understanding of the complexities of the situations shine through. This 
is no superficial survey, but a thorough study of all aspects of each case - and the 
result, a conviction that there can be no general classification, no hard and fast 
conclusion. $3.00 


f\ 5 3 m 
December TPs. Shr. ar.y == V4 
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Niles, Mary Cushing Howard MIDDLE MANAGEMENT Harper 
The Job of the Juntor Administrator 


This is not a book for over the counter sale, but it is a book that public 
libraries and business libraries will find exceedingly valuable, that schools of bus- 
iness training will use in courses - and that junior executives should have brought 
to their attention. So much has been written about the technique of top management 
that it is noteworthy to discover a book written for this other vital field. Full of 
heipful advice, not only for the junior executives, but for those who work with them, 
above and below. With business more complex than ever, with diversified functions and 
duties, with need of closer cooperation between departments, with the necessity of 
developing executive ability and coordinating units into a whole, here is a book that 
should meet a real need at a vital point. $3.00 ume 
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Announcing for January 2 





Brenner, Anita YOUR MEXICAN HOLIDAY Putnam 


1941 revision of an established and reliable guidebook with complete new ‘ 
maps for motorists. Guidebook keyed to average pocketbook and average traveler.$2.75 
January Q3 
Golden, Edwin T. YOUNG MAN, HERE'S HOW TO SELL LIFE INSURANCE Harper t 


I can't imagine any young insurance man not finding this constructive and 
stimulating, The author is himself young enough to realize that beginners in his field 
have certain hurdles to take. He has written a book keyed to their needs, - showing by 
cases and interviews and program how to build a foundation for selling insurance as a 
profession, not simply a job. He doesn't shoot for the moon at the start — he takes 
them step by step, - the introduction, the approach, the sales talk, the special argu-— 
ments, closing the deal, - and how to use each sale as part of a whole program. Godd 
vocational material - and good sales aid. $2.00 — 

“ 
Kilduff, Edward Jones WORDS AND HUMAN NATURE (/ 


/ 


Harper 


> ~ 


Good short book for advertising, wri'ting, speaking, propaganda, audiences, 
etc., -— this study of words and their use. It is, unfortunately, somewhat textbooky 
in form, but the content should interest anyone who is fascinated by words, for this 
shows how choice of words can influence the reader or listener favorably or otherwise, 
how to choose words to make your meaning acceptable, and so one Chapters on various 
kinds of words, specific and concrete, prejudice, prepossessive, French words, words 
off the beaten track - all with illustrative examples. $1.50 





January 13 |“ 
Kaplan, Simon ONCE A REBEL Farrar & Rinehart 


Should one know who Simon Kaplan is? Without that knowledge, other than ac- 
quired through reading the book, the reason for publishing it at this time seems vague. 
It "dates" in a way fatal to sales. Here is a personal story of a young Russian rebel, 
in the revolution of 1905. As a member of an industrious, ambitious, pious Jewish 
family, he was fully aware of the race problem, without actually experiencing prcgrems 
himself. He broke with tradition at 15 - went into forestry service - met with success 
and failure - finally became a teacher, and was drawn into revolutionary activities, 
fired with zeal to better his country. Revolution as he experienced it, a middle 
class matter, a quarrel with entrenched power of the Czar and with the secret police, 
rather than with social conditions as such. He relates his prison experiences, in- 
cluding two brief meetings with Stalin, as fellow prisoner. He describes his escape, 
somewhat dispassionately. And he pays tribute to America, the land of liberty. Of 
some historical importance, as a record of revolution — old-style. Limited market. 


$2.50 ~ 
January 15 
Rowan, Richard Wilmer TERROR IN OUR TIME Longmans, Green J 


A great authority on international secret service writes comprehensively 
of the post-war years, taking up the thread where his Story of Secret Service left off. 
Rowan shows how the spy has evolved during these years into a terrorist, increasing 
the range and striking power of secret service. Much more overt now, secret service 
involves murder, kidnapping, sabotage, other subversive subterranea. The book parallels 


4 
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political movements of the day, the Big Four (Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, and the Mikado) 
all responsible for terrorism in their respective countries, spreading outward to the 
leading powers. He tells the stories behind their political moves — the main incendi- 
arist activities - the Reichstag burning - the death of Alexander of Yugoslavia - of 
Dollfuss - of von Fritsch — the bombing of the Athenia, etc. Material familiar for 

the most part, but presented in new light, presaging darker things for the future. 
































$3.00 
a January 24 

Le 

f Marston, William Moulton MARCH ON Doubleday, Doran 


"March on", beat your limitations, cultivate the adventure of life, keep 
on growing mentally and emotionally, conquer your inferiorities, learn the “love game” 
and how to play it, recognize the importance of laughter, of vactioning every day in 
small ways, try everything, live creatively. These are some of Dr. Marston's lead 


personality shave-uppers, wi'th cases he has known. Seabury-—minus. $2.50 
February 7 
Latttmore, Owen MONGOL JOURNEYS Doubleday, Doran 


A leisurely paced account of Mongolia for armchair travelers and Asiatic 
connoisseurs, which gives a really convincing feel of a remote country. Every aspect 
of native life, travel, customs, together with the place these people take in Oriental 

e@ affairs. He gives the very texture of the country from cookery to handling camels, 
from caravaning and camping to racial characteristics and forms of conversation. Ob- 
servant comment on China, Japan and Russia and their interests in Mongolia, plus the 
reverse side of the picture in the Mongolian attitude towards all three. Here is a 
feel for little things that other travelers have passed over in favor of their personal 
response. $4.00 


Nason, Major Leonard H. APPROACH TO BATTLE Doubleday, Doran 


Nason feels that at this eleventh hour we are facing war with "a feather 
duster in one hand, and another on order". He bases his findings on his experiences 
during the last war, his observations in this, and the manoeuvres recently on view at 
Ogdensburg. He shows how-easy invasion is. He explains that we should be training 

| for war strength, not peace strength. He emphasizes over and over the necessity for 

i a completely mobile army, ~ food, water, equipment, communication. He feels that there 
has been no real progress in our air force, either in men or planes} no progress to— 

ee wards mechanization; and it is a sorry picture he paints. Brief military pamphlet 
which is designed to unsettle anyone who reads it. As a radio commentator his words 
carry weight with a wider audience than the average army man could command. Let's 

hope he is proved wrong before publication date. A lot can happen in two months. $1.50 


February 21 + Y 


Lent, Henry B. SIXTY ACRES MORE OR LESS Macmillan 


. Of course, I liked it, for I'm a pushover for books about country living, 


and shared with the Lents enough common experience to appreciate their problems and 
solutions. This is a diary of a year and a bit more of doing over a Vermont farmhouse 
on a shoestring. It is all light-hearted, casual, haphasard, but there are enough 
practical facts to contribute towards a blueprint for others. The book has caught the 


enthusiasm and personalities involved in the adventure, and it makes good en 
2 
— 
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You May Have Overlooked These - We Only Just Recetved Them q 
Published 
Meissner, W.E. & Meyers, E.Y. BASKETBALL FOR GIRLS Barnes 


The first market is for athletic coaches, who can't specialize and need 
the latest word on each sport and activity covered; the second market is for schools, 
clubs, camps, where no coach is employed and where ahhandbook is needed to give basic 
principles, evolution of rules, details as to courts, equipment, fundamentals, and 
techniques of play. Addition to the Barnes Dollar Sports Library. $1.00 


Markham, Peter AMERICA NEXT Bobbs Merrill 
Markham as a soldier in Europe during the last war, and since then as a 
business man representing an American firm, has known Europe well over twenty years, 
and foresaw the shape of things to come. His is a different approach from that of 
Gunther, Sheean, Tolischius, Duranty; he lacks their trained vigor and perceptiveness. 
But as an accurate observer, this is his record, as he surveys an England betrayed by 
man, by economic expediency; France, a house divided against itself; post war Germany, 
directionless, hungry, unemployed; the Balkans, Poland, Russia. Lastly the United 
States, and the need for a concerted and unified government. $2.75 
Lewisohn, Ludwig and Edna HAVEN Dial 
An inexcusable book ~ the combined diaries of the Lewisohns covering the 
period of their marriage, the case: when Thelma, his common wife sued for the custody 
of the child. The diaries are in bad taste - they are repellantly extravagant and 
lush — they reveal Ludwig Lewisohn sniveling over his lack of recognition and the bad 
reviews of his recent books, and so on and on. Gossip interest only. $2.75 





Nugent, J. C. IT'S A GREAT LIFE Dial 


A warm tale of a life he loves, this record of actor, director, playwright, 


proud and happy husband and father. Son of Irish parents, never well to do, he knew 


poverty, unemployment, pennyscrimping, was forced into odd jobs, and finally broke 
away to tour with one night stands and start his theatrical education. He learned to 
be a real trouper; an early marriage brought his wife on to the stage too; his two 
children grew up in the theatre. Big time in vaudeville; ventures into playwriting, 
into movies, into acting and directing - and a touch of radio. It's nicely done.$3.00 


Schulte, Paul THE FLYING PRIEST OVER THE ARCTIC Harper 


Though its primary sale will be in the religious field, these personal ex- 
periences of a Catholic priest, pioneer in Arctic flying, form good reading for any— 
one. His journeys visiting missionaries working in icy solitude, making mercy trips 
for the sick, finding unexpected chances to save lives, covering unchartered portions 
of the Canadian Arctic, all interwoven with stories of courage, background material 
on the Eskimo, tales of storm, danger, tragedy and present-day, practical religion. 


A gaod book for a double sale, whether the accent be on spiritual aid or arctic ad- 
$2.75 


venture. 
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Moffat, Donald (text) & FRANCE WILL LIVE AGAIN 
Chamberlain, Samuel (photographs) ( 1919 ~ 1939 } 


I've seen only the dummy of this, but it promises 
pictures are dependably lovely, as everyone familiar with his 
knows. These make one nostalgically sick for a France now in 
of quaint corners, glorious cathedrals, historical monuments, 
ing many sides of the old France. The dummy contains none of 
lithographs, etchings and drawings. But it looks like a good 
loved France, in days of peace. Regular trade edition $3.00. 


Hill, Justina GERMS AND THE MAN 
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Hastings House 


well. Chamberlain's 
American landmarks 
eclipse, with glimpses 
romantic bits, reflect— 
the text, none of the 
choice for anyone who 
Limited edition $20.00 


Putnam 


In the Haggard tradition of popular writing on medical science, here is a 
book with bacteria as the subject. Comprehensive, covering the science and, the many 
facets studied by bacteriologists, the coccus family, T.B., syphillis, diptferia, in- 
fluenza, tetanus, etc. How our bodées fight infection, how wounds heal, outside 
methods of curing and arresting bacteria sabotage, new forms of treatment of the "Mid- 
dle or Sulfanilamide Period", and what the future holds for the conquering of infec-— 
tion. Done in casual style for the layman, but written with a note of authority. 


Nickerson, Hoffman THE ARMED HORDE 


$3.75 


Putnam 


A history of mass armies, the "origin, survival, culmination and recent 
decline of the mass army... which has so evilly transformed warfare during the last 
150 years". From its rare appearances before the French Revolution, to its working 
conception as those democrats created it, to the present day, and the down curve of 
wholesale bloodshed as these wars are fought. A very specialized book, a curiosity 


for the serious student of special phases of warfare. 


Golenpaul, Dan Ed. INFORMATION PLEASE! 1941 Edition 


$3.50 


Random House 


You know what sort of sale to expect for this annual, which comes out just 
as the famous quiz hour goes under the Lucky Strike aegis. A careful selection of 
questions and programs, for use as a group activity, family game and what have you. 
Includes a transcription of the program in which Wendell Willkie took part. $2.00 


Special Note 


Refer to your bulletin of October 15th, and the promotion supplement on yellow paper, 
listing SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON TECHNICAL BOOKS. To this add a new publieation of 
the American Library Association ~ ENGINEERING DEFENSE TRAINING. Single copies $ .25 
The list provides a brief list of standard works on aeronautical engineering, indus— 
trial management, machine shop practice, naval architecture and marine engineering, 
which will be useful to engineers preparing for work connected with national defense. 
This is intended to supplement the list for shopmen and mechanics, prepared by Charles 
M. Mohrhardt, included in that supplement page. The new list is prepared by Harrison 


Bookshops as well as public libraries, should equip themselves 


Craver and Harrison von Urff, of the Engineering Societies Libraries. 


with information re— 


garding technical material even though they cannot pretend to keep the books in stock. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Knopf 
Coles, Me- DRINK TO YESTERDAY- from 11/11 to 1/3/41 


Jackson, R.H.- THE STRUGGLE FOR JUDICIAL SUPREMACY- definite date 1/3/41 
Romains, J»e—- AFTERMATH- from 1/20/41 to 2/3/41 


Little Brown 
Newman & Wiley~ A COOKBOOK OF LEFTOVERS- from 12/2/40 to 1/2/41 


McBride 
Whiteman, Paul & Lieber, Leslie— HOW TO BE A BAND LEADER- this is the 


correct author reference. Please note this change 
on your index sheets also. 


Putnam 
Brenner, Ae- YOUR MEXICAN HOLIDAY- postponed to 1/2/41 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR ~ December 15th to January 1, 1941 


December 26-— 
Saroyan, William- MY NAME IS ARAM (Harcourt Brace) 


(January Book of the Month) 


December 27— 
Monsarrat, Nicholas- THIS IS THE SCHOOLROOM (Knopf) 


Short, Luke-— DEAD FREIGHT FOR PIUTE (Doubleday Doran) 
Wodehouse, P.Ge— QUICK SERVICE (Doubleday Doran) 


December 30— 
Swanson, Neil~ THE SILENT DRUM (Farrar & Rinehart) 


And Plesse Add The Following Title To Your December 1-15 Calendar 


December 9-— 
Munk, Frank- THE ECONOMICS OF FORCE (George Stewart) 
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